Deception Research Checklist

Deception in social research may be allowed by the IRB.  The following criteria shall be met for research that involves deception to be approved:

· The research involves no more than minimal risk to the participants.

· The research will not adversely affect the rights and welfare of the participants.

· The research provides value to the body of knowledge, and there are measurable benefits.
· The research protocol meets scientific validity requirements.

· The research could not practicably be carried out without the use of deception.

· The deception used would not likely influence the participants’ willingness to participate.

· The possibility of harm to the participant is adequately addressed and a plan for debriefing has been established.  [NOTE:  Debriefings must be conducted as soon as possible after the conclusion of the study.]
· Participants will be notified that they may withdraw their participation from the study after debriefing, and that they may request that any data collected from them be deleted and/or destroyed.

· The deception does not cause invasions of privacy to participants or others.

